
 
Laon – Simple Neums – Four- and Five-note Neums 

Study Guide 
Neum Neum Name Modern Equivalent(s) Short Definition 

 
 

scandicus  several notes (three or 
more) in ascending 

order 

 

 
 

climacus  several notes (three or 
more) in descending 

order 

 

 
 

scandicus flexus  
 

a scandicus followed by 
a single lower note 

  
 

 
 

 
 

scandicus subbipunctis  a scandicus followed by 
two lower notes 

 

 
 

scandicus subbipunctis  a scandicus followed by 
two lower notes 

 
 

pes subbipunctis 
podatus subbipunctis 
torculus subpunctis 

 
 

a pes followed by two 
lower notes 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 
 

torculus resupinus  
 

a torculus followed by 
a single higher note 

  
 

 
 
 

(torculus resupinus 
initio debilis, but 

considered as a normal 
torculus resupinus in 

the exercises) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

porrectus flexus  a porrectus followed by 
a single lower note 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

porrectus subbipunctis  a porrectus followed by 
two lower notes 

 

Additional Neums 

 
 
 

clivis-podatus 

 

 



 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


